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TEXT BY CATHERINE HONG / PHOTOGRAPHY BY CHRISTOPHER CHURCHILL / PRODUCED BY LUCY BAMMAN

THE TOP 10 GARDEN BENCHES
Designers Katie Lydon and Brian Sawyer dig up the dirt on alfresco 
beauties that turn any outdoor space into a stylish garden room

THE EXPERTS

KATIE LYDON
The London native opened 

her New York studio in 

2002. She designs clean, 

eclectic residences in 

New York, Boston, Con-

necticut, and the Hamptons. 

katielydoninteriors.com 

BRIAN SAWYER
Sawyer led the landscape 

department of Robert A.M. 

Stern Architects before 

cofounding Sawyer Berson in 

1999. Traditional or modern, 

his work is informed by a pas-

sion for neoclassical design.

sawyerberson.com

A garden is more than trees, shrubs, and flow-
ers—it needs a place for visitors to sit and take 
in the beauty around them. “It’s hard to enjoy 
a garden without an inviting place to pause,” 
says Katie Lydon, an interior designer based 
in New York. When choosing a bench, the best 
place to start is with the lay of the land: “Before 
you pick what bench you want, you have to 
decide where to put it. The plan is important,” 
says Brian Sawyer, a New York interior and 

landscape designer. Next, select a style. “If 
the garden is rural and open, I keep the bench 
simple and earthy, in natural materials and 
organic shapes,” Lydon says. A bench can 
create the feeling of a room, and it can draw 
people outdoors. “A garden chair seems to beg 
for another chair, while a bench can be all you 
need,” says Lydon, who likes to place one on 
city terraces. “Since a bench seats two—at the 
very least—it naturally invites company.”
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1 / BRENTWOOD ACACIA 
BENCH BY SAFAVIEH
KL: This feels Gustavian but 
also relaxed. It has a nice pitch, 
which makes it comfortable, 
but there’s a lot going on with 
the seat slats and the back 
spindles. I’d add a seat cushion 
to clean it up, and for comfort.
BS: The design is somewhat 
traditional and neoclassical.  
It would look best in an  
architectural garden. A great 
value. And, yes, definitely  
add a seat cushion. 
68• w. x 31.5• h. x 20• d., $380. 
atgstores.com

3 / CAST ALUMINUM BENCH BY REEVESDESIGN
KL: The wood and metal are contemporary but timeless. I can picture it in a 
sculpture garden, under a Japanese maple, or a pair of them with a table. 
BS: This reads “urban garden” to me. The cool, sensuous shape looks good 
from all angles and reminds me of Gaudí. The wood joinery is also elegant.
43• w. x 31• h. x 18• d., $995. abchome.com

2 / HIDCOTE FAUX-BOIS CONCRETE BENCH BY CURREY & COMPANY
BS: I usually don’t like faux-bois, but I have a terrible crush on this piece. It’s 
beautifully sculpted, with a fantastical quality straight out of a Tim Burton 
film. I would set it deep in a garden and let vines grow through it.
KL: I especially love the cracked, imperfect finish of the concrete. It’s magical. 
75• w. x 48• h. x 31• d., $2,995. mecox.com

4 / LOLLYGAGGER SOFA BY LOLL DESIGNS
KL: An ingenious interpretation of the Adirondack chair. Made of recycled 
plastic, it’s perfectly low-key. I see it at a lake house or by a tennis court.
BS: To me, it says weekend in Montauk. It’s a classic shape in a modern mate-
rial. And though not all Adirondack furniture is comfortable, this bench is. 
46.5• w. x 29.5• h. x 29.5• d., $1,069. lolldesigns.com

5 / BUIE TWO-SEATER BENCH BY McKINNON AND HARRIS
BS: There’s probably no better maker of outdoor furniture. The construction 
is flawless, and there are details in this aluminum seat you might see on wood 
Kent-style chairs. Very Litchfield County, Connecticut, or Park Avenue terrace.
KL: Sophisticated, but maybe a bit stiff. It demands a structured garden spot. 
45.5• w. x 37• h. x 25• d., $9,270*. mckinnonharris.com
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6 / INDOCHINE SETTEE  
BY RED EGG
KL: Fabulous. It’s got a lot  
of power—the dark red is both 
strong and pretty. But you 
wouldn’t want to place this 
where the rattan is exposed to 
the elements. It would need a 
covered or screened-in porch. 
BS: It’s such a charming piece, 
you’ll want a setting that really 
shows it off—a light-colored 
wall, for instance. It is stronger 
than it looks, and the comfort 
level is incredible. 
63• w. x 37• h. x 22• d., $2,520*. 
redegg.com

9 / AVERY NEOCLASSICAL OUTDOOR BENCH BY HORCHOW
BS: Nice metalwork on the back, and comfortable to sit on. This piece is a bit 
on the formal side—perfect for a very chic country house or an urban garden.
KL: The black piping on the cushion and the globe-shaped finials are won-
derful details. The bench harkens back to the 1920s and feels Mediterranean.
51• w. x 36.5• h. x 25• d., $1,100. horchow.com

10 / IXTAPA LOVE SEAT BY CB2
KL: Fun, young, and cool. I’d put this Acapulco-style bench out by the pool.
BS: They’ve taken the language of California garden furniture of the ’50s and 
’60s and made it feel fresh. A great bargain. Bonus: If you sit this on the lawn, 
sunlight will shine through the woven seat and the grass won’t turn brown. 
52• w. x 29• h. x 24• d., $349. cb2.com

8 / JEFFERSON BENCH BY MUNDER SKILES
KL: This quintessential park bench is beautiful in its austerity, with excellent 
workmanship. The design is so good, you’d never tire of it. 
BS: This is a near-replica of the bench Thomas Jefferson designed for Monti-
cello. Since it’s so architectural, it needs a formal garden, not a romantic one.
96• w. x 37• h. x 19• d., $5,500. munder-skiles.com

7 / ISABELLA METAL OUTDOOR BENCH BY HAMPTON BAY
BS: For such a low price, this is impressive. The construction is tubular steel, 
but the bench has the reedwork of English Regency wrought-iron furniture. 
KL: It’s sturdy, weatherproof, and nicely scaled for a small patio, with room 
for two people. The color is playful—it makes a statement but isn’t severe.
46.5• w. x 35.5• h. x 28.5• d., $199. homedepot.com
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